VFI CAMPUS

WHAT

Volunteers for Israel (VFI) is an American non-profit,
non-political organization that connects Americans to
Israel through volunteer service. We achieve this goal by
partnering with Israeli military and civilian
organizations that enable volunteers to work side-byside with Israelis.
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WHAT IS
SAR-EL?
VFI partners with SAR-EL, an Israeli
non-profit service organization under
the direction of the Israeli Logistics
Corp, to process and prepare
Americans to volunteer on Israel
Defense Forces (IDF) supply/logistics
bases. SAR-EL is an acronym for the
Hebrew words Sherut L’Yisrael
(Service to Israel).
SAR-EL was founded in 1982 by
retired Israeli General Aharon Davidi
in the aftermath of the first Lebanon
War. After 650 American volunteers
answered the call to help harvest
ripening crops during that war, a
permanent volunteer program was
created that enables volunteers to
work side by side with soldiers on
IDF bases.
In addition to its dedicated volunteers
from over 30 countries, the SAR-EL
program also welcomes volunteers
from Israel, among them disabled
veterans of the IDF and senior
citizens. In this way, the program has
built a community of volunteers—both
nationally and internationally— whose
common goal is to ensure Israel’s
security and well-being.

For more information, visit
http://www.sar-el.org

VFI CAMPUS
ELIGIBILITY
Participant Must Be

:

An alum of Birthright or
another long-term Israel program
and
Returning to an institution of
higher learning upon completion of the trip

Program Cost
$350 Program Fee
Participants will purchase airfare, and

VFI Campus

will reimburse flight

costs up to $1,000 upon satisfactory
completion of the trip.
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sample day on base
• 6:00 am

Wake up

• 4:00 pm

• 7:00 am

Breakfast *

• 8:30 am

Flag raising

• 6:00 pm

Dinner *

• 10:00 am

Volunteer Work

• 7:00 pm

Special programming

• 12:00 pm

Lunch *

• 9:00 pm

Free time

• 1:00 pm

Volunteer Work

Special programming, e.g.,

guest speaker, group discussion, etc.

* Kosher

on base
You will be issued a base work uniform
(shirt, pants, cap and belt) and a sweater and jacket in the winter.
Blankets or sleeping bags may be issued if necessary

sample packing list
• Athletic wear

•

• Casual clothing for evenings

•

Twin-sized bed sheet

• Closed toe shoes

•

Small pillow and pillowcase

• Shower shoes

•

Bath towel

• Hat

•

Sunscreen

• Work gloves

•

Sunglasses

•

Reusable water bottle

.

TESTIMONIAL
"Thank you for believing in me as a
student leader and for giving me the
unique opportunity to strengthen the
young American-Israel bond through
Volunteers for Israel 2020.
Initially, I did not know what to expect of
this trip and was pleasantly surprised to
discover a side of Israel that was less
known to me.I learned about the
incredible missions my base takes during
natural disasters and the
service they provide to Israel and the rest
of the world.
Eating and playing sports with the
soldiers allowed me to realize that we are
very similar in age, yet we are having
different life experiences. While a young
soldier may be sleeping in tents or
working through rubble, I may be
encountered by anti-Israel rhetoric or
protestors at an event I planned. Both
experiences challenge us to dig deep into
our “why” and remind ourselves for whom
are we fighting.

Thanks to this eye-opening and fun
experience, I feel ever more equipped to
return to campus and promote a country
that is so humane and intelligent. A
country that leaves no man behind. A
country that saves, heals, and survives.
We are the soldiers on our campus, and I
will continue to fight for Israel."
-Talia Chasen
VFI Winter 2020
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What’s next?

JOIN US.

Apply now

HELP ISRAEL.

When we receive your application, you
will be contacted for a personal
interview.

DEEPEN YOUR

When accepted you will receive a
registration form

CONNECTION.
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